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State 1135 Waivers to CMS

Not all Waivers Are Created Equal: 

Importance of State 1135 Waiver Requests to CMS

CMS has granted certain “blanket waivers” as a result of the Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID19) pandemic. However, it is important to understand 
that those blanket waivers only pertain to federal requirements. For all impacts and issues governed by Medicaid laws and regulations, States must 
individually apply to CMS to avail themselves of Section 1135 waivers. Moreover, state-submitted 1135 wavier requests are the best opportunity for 
states to submit all the “case-by-case” waiver or modification requests as there is no one size fits all solution to mitigating the impact of a global 
pandemic.

Once granted, these waivers, which require renewal every 60 days, create an opportunity for operators and associations to engage
in a mutually beneficial, ongoing dialogue with state agencies to ensure then current needs and issues are being addressed in
real-time across both State and Federal law. This continuous line of communication pertaining to 1135 waivers is an opportunity 
for providers to create a feedback loop with agencies to ensure providers are not only providing insight on issues, but are staying informed enough to 
stay compliant with state specific regulatory throughout the pendency of COVID-19.

Of note, while not required, CMS recommends that providers notify their local MAC, Regional CMS Office, and state survey agency 
of intent to operate under Section 1135 waivers for COVID-19.
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State Waiver Requested? Date of Waiver Request Submission Waiver Approved? CMS Waiver Response

Alabama Yes. March 18, 2020. Yes.
Alabama 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Alaska Yes. March 27, 2020. Yes.
Alaska 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Arizona Yes. Arizona Request. March 17, 2020. Yes.
Arizona 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Arkansas Yes. March 30, 2020. Yes.
Arkansas 1135 Waiver 

Response.

California Yes. California Request. March 19, 2020. Yes.
California 1135 Waiver 

Response.

https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54029
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/89136
https://azahcccs.gov/Resources/Federal/PendingWaivers/1135.html
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54034
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/89126
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Documents/COVID-19/CA-1135-Waiver-COVID-19-031620.pdf%20%20https:/www.dhcs.ca.gov/Documents/COVID-19/CA-1135-Waiver-Request-2-031920.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54030
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State Waiver Requested? Date of Waiver Request Submission Waiver Approved? CMS Waiver Response

Colorado Yes. March 24, 2020. Yes.
Colorado 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Connecticut Yes. March 23, 2020 Yes.
Connecticut 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Delaware Yes. March 24, 2020. Yes.
Delaware 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Florida Yes. March 13, 2020. Yes.
Florida 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Georgia Yes. March 28, 2020. Yes.
Georgia 1135 Waiver 

Response.

https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54063
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54075
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54072
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=53995
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/88951
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State Waiver Requested? Date of Waiver Request Submission Waiver Approved? CMS Waiver Response

Hawaii Yes. March 20, 2020. Yes.
Hawaii 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Idaho Yes. March 23, 2020. Yes.
Idaho 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Illinois Yes. March 19, 2020. Yes.
Illinois 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Indiana Yes. March 19, 2020. Yes.
Indiana 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Iowa Yes. March 18, 2020. Yes. Iowa 1135 Waiver Response.

https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54064
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54065
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54039
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54052
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54051
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State Waiver Requested? Date of Waiver Request Submission Waiver Approved? CMS Waiver Response

Kansas Yes. March 20, 2020. Yes.
Kansas 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Kentucky Yes. March 19, 2010. Yes.
Kentucky 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Louisiana Yes. March 17, 2020. Yes.
Louisiana 1135 Waiver 

Request.

Maine Yes. April 2, 2020. Yes.
Maine 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Maryland Yes. Maryland Request. March 20, 2020. Yes.
Maryland 1135 Waiver 

Response.

https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54054
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54059
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54038
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/90996
https://mmcp.health.maryland.gov/SiteAssets/pages/home/1135%20Waiver_3.20.20%20Final.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54062
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State Waiver Requested? Date of Waiver Request Submission Waiver Approved? CMS Waiver Response

Massachusetts
Yes. Massachusetts 

Request.
March 20, 2020. Yes.

Massachusetts 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Michigan Yes. Michigan Request. April 1, 2020. Yes.
Michigan 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Minnesota Yes. March 23, 2020. Yes.
Minnesota 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Mississippi Yes. March 18, 2020. Yes.
Mississippi 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Missouri Yes. March 20, 2020. Yes.
Missouri 1135 Waiver 

Response.

https://www.mass.gov/doc/massachusetts-1135-waiver-request/download
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54066
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/Initial_1135_Request-MI_4.1.2020_685589_7.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/89311
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54071
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54037
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54060
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State Waiver Requested? Date of Waiver Request Submission Waiver Approved? CMS Waiver Response

Montana Yes. March 26, 2020. Yes.
Montana 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Nebraska Yes. March 30, 2020. Yes.
Nebraska 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Nevada Yes. April 2, 2020. Yes
Nevada 1135 Waiver 

Response.

New 

Hampshire
Yes. March 19, 2020. Yes.

New Hampshire 1135 Waiver 

Response.

New Jersey Yes. New Jersey Request. March 19, 2020. Yes.
New Jersey 1135 Waiver 

Response.

https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54092
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/89161
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/90986
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54031
https://nj.gov/humanservices/library/slides/NJ%201135%20Submission%203%2019%2020.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54033
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State Waiver Requested? Date of Waiver Request Submission Waiver Approved? CMS Waiver Response

New Mexico Yes. March 19, 2020. Yes.
New Mexico 1135 Waiver 

Response.

New York Yes. New York Request. March 23, 2020. Yes.
New York 1135 Waiver 

Response.

North 

Carolina
Yes. North Carolina Request. March 17, 2020. Yes.

North Carolina 1135 Waiver 

Response.

North Dakota Yes. North Dakota Request. March 18, 2020. Yes.
North Dakota 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Ohio

Counsel for Ohio Department of 

Medicaid confirmed that Ohio is 

currently preparing an 1135 

Waiver Request and will be 

submitting it to CMS soon.

https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54032
https://www.health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/covid19/docs/1135_waiver_request
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54067
https://files.nc.gov/ncdma/covid-19/NCMedicaid-COVID19-CMS-1135-Flexibilities-20200317.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54036
http://www.nd.gov/dhs/info/covid-19/policy-medicaid-sec-1135-waiver-request.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54046
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State Waiver Requested? Date of Waiver Request Submission Waiver Approved? CMS Waiver Response

Oklahoma Yes. March 20, 2020. Yes.
Oklahoma 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Oregon Yes. March 20, 2020. Yes.
Oregon 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Pennsylvania Yes. March 24, 2020. Yes.
Pennsylvania 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Rhode Island Yes. March 16, 2020. Yes.
Rhode Island 1135 Waiver 

Response.

South 

Carolina
Yes. March 27, 2020. Yes.

South Carolina 1135 Waiver 

Response.

https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54048
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54061
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54073
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54053
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/88876
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State Waiver Requested? Date of Waiver Request Submission Waiver Approved? CMS Waiver Response

South Dakota Yes. March 19, 2020. Yes.
South Dakota 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Tennessee Yes. March 27, 2020. Yes
Tennessee 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Texas Yes. Texas Request. March 25, 2020. Yes.
Texas 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Utah Yes. April 5, 2020. Yes. Utah 1135 Waiver Request.

Vermont Yes. March 23, 2020 Yes.
Vermont 1135 Waiver 

Response.

https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54047
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/88881
https://hhs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/services/health/coronavirus-covid-19/section-1135-waiver-covid-19.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54093
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/92206
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54091
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State Waiver Requested? Date of Waiver Request Submission Waiver Approved? CMS Waiver Response

Virginia Yes. March 16, 2020. Yes.
Virginia 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Washington Yes. March 15, 2020. Yes.
Washington 1135 Waiver 

Response.

West Virginia Yes. March 23, 2020. Yes.
West Virginia 1135 Waiver 

Response.

Wisconsin
Pending response from 

offices/agencies.

Wyoming Yes. March 24, 2020. Yes.
Wyoming 1135 Waiver 

Response.

https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54035
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54022
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54094
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/?entry=54070
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State Waiver Requested? Date of Waiver Request Submission Waiver Approved? CMS Waiver Response

District of 
Columbia

Yes. April 1, 2020. Yes.
District of Columbia 1135 

Waiver Response.

U.S. Virgin 

Islands
Yes April 2, 2020. Yes.

U.S. Virgin Islands 1135 

Waiver Response.

https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/89261
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/90991

